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Using firearm while 
committing an offence
(1st offence)

Using firearm while 
committing an offence
(1st offence)
(Consecutive sentences)

Shooting recklessly with 
restricted / prohibited firearm 
or for criminal organizations
(2nd offence)

Making automatic 
firearms

Possessing a weapon 
obtained by crime

Shooting recklessly with 
restricted / prohibited firearm 
or for criminal organizations 
(1st offence)

Firearm trafficking 
(1st offence)

Possessing restricted / 
prohibited firearm with 
ammo (1st offence)

Shooting to 
wound or kill

Possessing restricted / 
prohibited firearm with 
ammo (2nd offence)

Inviting sexual touching 
by child (previous)

Shooting recklessly

Purchasing sex
from adult 
(Fines from $500 – $4,000)

Possessing child 
pornography (previous)

Accessing child 
pornography (previous)

Possessing child 
pornography (previous)

Inviting sexual touching 
by child, summarily

Making child pornography Distributing child 
pornography

Child luring (previous)

Purchasing or 
attempting to purchase 
sex from a child

Inviting sexual touching 
by child, by indictment

Sexual assault against 
child, by indictment

Child luring, by 
indictment

Sexual interference 
with child (previous)

Sexual interference
with child, summarily

Sexual exploitation, 
by indictment

Sexual interference with 
child, by indictment

Human trafficking 
of child

Sexual assault against 
child with bodily harm, 
weapon, or threats

Growing 201 – 500 
marijuana plants

Trafficking cocaine, 
heroin, etc., in a 
prison

Growing 5 – 200
marijuana plants

Growing 5 – 200 marijuana 
plants for drug trafficking 
unsafely

Causing death with
firearm by criminal 
negligence

Impaired driving / driving 
“over 80” ($1,000 fine)

Robbery
with a firearm

Manslaughter
with a firearm

Robbery with a
restricted / prohibited 
firearm

Attempted murder with a
restricted / prohibited 
firearm, 1st offence

Growing more than
500 marijuana plants 
unsafely

Trafficking cocaine,
heroin, etc.,
involving child

Trafficking cocaine,
heroin, etc.,
near a school

Importing narcotics

Trafficking cocaine, 
heroin, etc., while
carrying a weapon

Trafficking cocaine, heroin, 
etc., with previous 
trafficking conviction

Trafficking marijuana with 
previous trafficking 
conviction

Importing / exporting 
cocaine, heroin, etc., for 
trafficking

Trafficking marijuana
in a prison

Growing more than 
500 marijuana plants

Growing 201 – 500 
marijuana plants 
unsafely

Living on the avails of 
child prostitution

First degree murder

Second degree murder

MANDATORY MINIMUM
SENTENCES IN CANADA
Canadian law now has more mandatory minimum sentences than 
ever before. But many are being deep-sixed by the courts as 
unconstitutional cruel and unusual punishment.

rangefindr.ca takes a look at the mandatory minimum sentences 
that have been challenged in court to see how many are still afloat.

View the raw data online at mms.watch.

Current to August 2017.

Of the OTHER 32 mandatory 
minimum sentences

  8 have been challenged and upheld

24 have not yet been challenged

24

Of the 21 mandatory minimum 
sentences for WEAPONS OFFENCES

  6 have been challenged and upheld

  3 have been struck down

  2 have been both struck down and 
 upheld in different courts

10 have not yet been challenged

Of the 33 mandatory minimum 
sentences for DRUG OFFENCES

  4 have been challenged and upheld

  10 have been struck down

  1 has been both struck down
 and upheld in different courts

18 have not yet been challenged
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Of the 58 mandatory minimum 
sentences for SEXUAL OFFENCES

  9 have been challenged and upheld

  8 have been struck down

  2 have been both struck down and 
 upheld in different courts

  1 was not struck down but the
 court refused to apply it

36 have not yet been challenged

Key:

Some minimum sentences 
have been challenged and the 
courts have upheld them as 
constitutional.

Some have been both struck 
down and upheld by different 
courts. Their constitutionality is 
unclear.

Others have been struck 
down, or otherwise held to be 
cruel and unusual punishment.
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https://www.rangefindr.ca/
https://mms.watch/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

